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Saint Martin de Porres Parish – holy family sunday

DECEMBER 27, 2009
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HHHHHHHHAPPY 25TH ANNIVRSARY, FAHER ED!!

     It seems only natural that Holy Family Sunday comes right after Christmas.  It is interesting to look at today’s Gospel, because there are a few layers that are typical of families.

     Firstly, we notice that the Holy Family, Jesus Mary and Joseph, travel together, and worship together.  Of course they do, - they are a family.  But then, there is a cloud comes over them: a cloud of uncertainty, missed communication, anxiety and a bit of anger.  Jesus is lost.  He is lost because both Mary and Joseph thought he was someplace else, but had not talked about it.  (Does that kind of thing ever happen in your family?)  Then, naturally, they are anxious and worried: a parent who has ever, even briefly lost a child, knows the absolute dread that comes upon you!  Mary and Joseph had to search for three days!  Imagine the anxiety!

     Then, when they find Jesus, he is calm as can be, discussing learned things with the teachers!  I seem to hear some annoyance in Mary’s voice when she says, “Son, why have you done this to us?”  How many times does a young person not realize they are doing something TO their parents??  How often is relief mixed with anger that this episode did not have to happen?

     But then the passage closes with Jesus returning with his parents to Nazareth, and being obedient to them.  So, - a family travels together, has missed communication, anxiety, worry, annoyance, anger, and are back together in the end.  What the Holy Family experienced is a good example for all families.  There will always be problems, drama, misunderstanding, - but the important thing to is resolve the problems, untangle the communications, and resume the togetherness, because love does that.

     Being holy does not mean there will be no problems, - it means that the problems will be solved.
R.C.I.A.  is on Christmas Break.  We shall resume on  Tuesday, January 12, with a series on the Sacraments.  Everyone is welcome. 
BIBLE STUDY is on Christmas Break. 
     We shall return in January, when we shall start a series on Women in the New Testament.  It promises to be very interesting.  Look for announcements in the Sunday bulletin.
MASS ON NEW YEAR’S DAY

     Friday, January 1, is the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God,  We shall have Mass at 10:00 A.M. on January 1.  There will be no Mass on Wednesday evening.

     It is a holyday of obligation, when
Catholics are required to attend Mass.
Thank you, for your continued support of our parish, Saint Martin de Porres. What you give is for the continued growth of our parish.

Sunday Collection (12/12/09): $2,463.00

Immaculate Conception: $248.00
Retirement Fund for Religious (12/13/09): $204.00
Special Heating Collection (12/13/09): $88.00
Sunday Collection (12/20/09:SNOW): $342.00

Heating & Air Conditioning (12/20/09): $35.00
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CONFIRMATION CLASS FORMING

     We are expecting that the Sacrament of Confirmation will be administered here at Saint Martin de Porres Church in the Fall of 2010.

     To prepare, we are starting a Confirmation class for the candidates on January 24 2010.  Classes will be held in the Church Hall  from 8:45 to 9:45 A.M.
    Some of the eligibility requirements: students must be in at least 6th grade for the 2010-2011 school year (they must be in at least 5th grade now).  There are requirements concerning number of years of religious instruction before this year, and attendance at Mass.
    The special application form must be completed, and given to Paul Haggerty, either in the back of Church or at the rectory.
     Registration will be held after Mass on January 10 and January 17.
March 20, 2010

 RCIA TRIP IS SOLD OUT!!

Sights & Sounds Millennium Theatre presents “Joseph.”
3rd payment: $30.00, due by Jan. 5;

4th payment: $30.00, due by Feb. 5
Youth Night

    Every Friday, 6:00pm- 8:30 pm our youth are invited for activities and prayer in the school auditorium. Parents interested in assisting our adult youth ministers are welcomed. For further information please call 215-228-8330.
     Let’s Pray For Our Sick :

Greta Newman, Alice Whitlock, Eula Pendergrass, Marie Myles, Carmella Davis, Lena Rascoe, Melvin Burton,  Cynthia Hodge, Jean Young,  Dorothy Williams, Mary Boyd, Lynette Ford-Havens, Dorothy Bradley, Ruby Williams, Erma Patterson, Dorretha Halstead,  Eugene Cothran, Lillian Trump,  Betty Parker,  Deborah Grant, Frances Hallinan, Nancie Courtney, Grace Turner,    Rose Clark, Josh Edridge, Michael Bell, Laurie Booker, Ernestine Lawrence, Esther Coleman, Ebony Robinson, Carole Gant, Audrey Victor,  Nancy Lee, Dorothy Binns,  Ernestine Lawrence, Althea Deal, Dolores Leonard, Baby Syncere Gary, Harold Lavender, Paulette Coleman,  Christine Hall, Ruth Deans, Charles Johnson, Willa Mae DuPree.
   
Pens Corner
Will Return Soon

Check out photos of recent church and school events at my photo site…

www.flickr.com/photos/rick_cothran/sets/
Catholic Social Services 

Is looking for single or married adults to become foster parents to children of all ages and races. There is a special need for families who can provide care to Teenagers- a population that needs love, guidance, and support as they move into adulthood. To learn about becoming a foster parent, please call us at 215-587-3960
Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Start the New Year more together. The next couples experience will be Jan. 29, 31, 2010. For more information call 1-800-456-8330.
Registration for Spring, 2010,

Courses at St. Charles Seminary
Take a theology class at one of the best seminaries in this country, right here in our own archdiocese of Philadelphia. Can’t travel to the Seminary each week? Consider an online course. Registration deadline is January 11. Classes Start January 25. Resister today at www.studycatholictheology.com
Free Financial Aid Workshop

For all high school Students and their Families

Date: January 9, 2010

Time: 11:00 AM to 2:00PM

Location: St. Peter Claver Center

502 S. 12th Street (12th and Lombard street) Philadelphia, PA 19147 limited free parking(in our lot) light refreshments

Sponsored by: Office of black Catholics

Presenter: Cheryl Brown, Regional Director(PHEAA)Register now, save the date and don’t miss this opportunity to get answers to your questions about the financial aid process for higher education **space is limited**

To register:

Email your name and total number of people attending to: spcfinancialaidworkshop@gmail.com or telephone: Office of Black Catholics at 215-587-3634 and leave your name, phone number and total number to attend.

Masses For The Week:
Sunday, December 27:              

10:00 A.M.  People of St. Martin de Porres
Monday, December 28:

No Mass
Tuesday, December 29:

No Mass
Wednesday, December30:
No Mass                  
Thursday, December 31:

No Mass
Friday, January 1:
10:00A.M. New Year Mass
Saturday, January 2:

No Mass
Sunday, January 3:

10:00 A.M   People of St. Martin de Porres
Dr. King Day of Service
Monday, January 18, 2010~10:00AM
Saint Peter Claver Center

12th & Lombard Streets

After prayer, we will go to various service projects. If you plan to participate, please let us know the number of people:frsthorn@adphila.org

Put Your Old Wheels to Work!!!

The society of St. Vincent de Paul of Philadelphia welcomes any vehicle donation 1993 or newer- cars, trucks, vans, boats or motorcycles- working or not! All you need to do is provide the vehicles title, and we’ll do the rest!!We provide free towing! We do all the paperwork!!You receive a receipt that makes your donation tax-deductible!!(Consult your tax preparer for details) Call us today (215)288-8160
Sarnelli House in Kensington
Where Father Kevin Murray ministers, needs our help! If you are a Facebook user, you can vote for nonprofits to win a $25,000 donation. Please click on the link below and vote for Blesses Sarnelli Community. All receipts go towards helping people who are poor and abandoned. http://apps.facebook.com/chasecommunitygiving/charities/272498?src=wallpost&ref=nf
Remembrance of the Life of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

You are invited to join His Eminence, Cardinal Justine Rigali Archbishop of Philadelphia for a Prayer Service in remembrance of the life of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Sunday, January 17, 2010~ 3:00AM

At Saint Patrick Catholic Church

714 DeKalb Street Norristown, PA 19401

You Can Change the Future- By Becoming a Foster Parent

Foster families provide temporary homes to children of all ages, races and religions whose families are in crisis. The love and commitment that Catholic Social Services foster parents provide has a lasting and positive effect on all children whose lives they touch. For more information about how you can become a foster parent call us at 215-587-3960. 

Saint Peter Claver Center for Evangelization

502 south 12th Street Philadelphia, PA 19147
Upcoming Events

Sunday, December 27, 2009

Family Christmas Celebration

Saturday, January 2, 2010, 10:00am

Mass to celebrate the 118th Anniversary of the

Dedication of Saint Peter Claver Church
Saturday, January 9, 2010~11:00 am

Workshop for high school students preparing for

college

Monday, January 18, 2010~10:00am

Day of Service in Honor of Dr. King
�








MISSION STATEMENT


As members of Saint Martin de Porres Parish of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia we seek


To worship In Word and Sacrament


To proclaim and live the radical Gospel message of Christ


To develop a loving and caring faith community committed to the principle of social justice


To be strong Catholic, evangelizing presence to all people especially in the African American Community.
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PARISH STAFF


Rev. Edward J. Hallinan, Pastor 


Rev. Kevin Murray, C.Ss.R., Weekend Ministry


Rev. Shaun L. Mahoney, in Residence


Chaplain, Temple University Newman Center





Deacon Edward J. Andrews


Deacon Thomas A. Shields 





Sr. Nancy Fitzgerald, SSJ, School Principal		


215-223-6872








Mr. Paul J. Haggerty, Director of Religious Education	            


215-228-8330





Mrs. Mary Cook


Parish Social Minister                   	                                      


215-225-2127


Days & Hours – Tues., Wed., Thurs.9:30 AM to 4:00 PM                                                        


St. Elizabeth                                                                                       215-769-2264








MASS SCHEDULE





Sunday Mass: 10:00 AM


Daily Mass: 7:00 A.M., Tuesday through Friday (8:00 A.M. Mid-June to Labor Day), in the rectory chapel.








Confessions


Sunday 9:30 – 9:55 AM








Baptism


Please make arrangements with Paul Haggerty, D.R.E.


Children should be baptized soon after birth.








Marriage


Marriage arrangements should be made six months in advance.  Contact one of the priests to begin preparations.














2340 West Lehigh Avenue				                    Phone:  215-228-8330


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19132			                    Fax:       215-221-6516


     Website: smdpphiladelphia.com






































Pen’s Corner
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