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Saint Martin de Porres Parish – THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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HHHHHHHHAPPY 25TH ANNIVRSARY, FAHER ED!!

    “…The people were filled with expectation…”  They were excited that the Messiah was coming into their presence.   I wonder what that meant to them.
     What does it mean to us?  The Messiah is indeed coming again.  We will see him, - on our own last day, and at the end of the world.  When we see him, all our hopes, dreams and desires will be fulfilled, as long as we are ready for him.

     Meantime, he wants us to live as he asks.  Imagine going up to John the Baptist and asking him, “What should I do to be ready?”  What do you think John the Baptist would say to you?  If John looked at your life, and all your responsibilities, what would he suggest you need to do?

     Good question for this third Sunday of Advent.

R.C.I.A.  will meet this week on Tuesday, December 15: our topic is Christmas.  
BIBLE STUDY will be held today, and on Thursday evening.   This Fall, we are studying VOICES IN 

THE DESERT: AMOS, HOSEA AND MICAH, who were some of Israel’s early prophets.  Bible Study is held on Sundays at 12:30 P.M., and on Thursdays at 7:00 P.M., in the Church Hall.  Our sessions this week will conclude our Fall series.  
     We shall return in January, after our Christmas Break.  Look for announcements in the Sunday bulletin.
SCHOOL FOOD DRIVE

     The Christmas Season is here again and the children of St. Martin De Porres would like to invite you all to participate in St. Martin de Porres School “Fight Hunger for the Holiday ” Food Drive . The food donated will be distributed during the Christmas Season to needy families in our community who might otherwise go hungry. Please help them in their efforts by donating non-perishable food items. This drive is extremely important to families struggling to  feed their families and we all can help.  Please bring your donations to church next Sunday and place them in the box at the back of the church.  Thank you in advance for your participation.
Thank you, for your continued support of our parish, Saint Martin de Porres. What you give is for the continued growth of our parish.

Sunday Collection: $3,592.00

Heating & Air Conditioning: $373.00

Special Heating Collection: $109.00
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CONFIRMATION CLASS FORMING

     We are expecting that the Sacrament of Confirmation will be administered here at Saint Martin de Porres Church in the Fall of 2010.

     To prepare, we are starting a Confirmation class for the candidates on January 24 2010.  Classes will be held in the Church Hall  from 8:45 to 9:45 A.M.
    Some of the eligibility requirements: students must be in at least 6th grade for the 2010-2011 school year (they must be in at least 5th grade now).  There are requirements concerning number of years of religious instruction before this year, and attendance at Mass.
    The special application form must be completed, and given to Paul Haggerty, either in the back of Church or at the rectory.
A “THANK-YOU” FROM THE LADIES AUXILIARY
     Thanks to all who attended and supported the Annual Biblical Tea.  Remember to “Keep Christ in Christmas.”

The Knights of Peter Claver

Ladies Auxiliary Ct. 187
March 20, 2010

 RCIA TRIP IS SOLD OUT!!

Sights & Sounds Millennium Theatre presents “Joseph.”
2nd payment: $30.00, due by Dec. 5;

3rd payment: $30.00, due by Jan. 5;

4th payment: $30.00, due by Feb. 5
Youth Night

    Every Friday, 6:00pm- 8:30 pm our youth are invited for activities and prayer in the school auditorium. Parents interested in assisting our adult youth ministers are welcomed. For further information please call 215-228-8330.
     Let’s Pray For Our Sick :

Greta Newman, Alice Whitlock, Eula Pendergrass, Marie Myles, Carmella Davis, Lena Rascoe, Melvin Burton,  Cynthia Hodge, Jean Young,  Dorothy Williams, Mary Boyd, Lynette Ford-Havens, Dorothy Bradley, Ruby Williams, Erma Patterson, Dorretha Halstead,  Eugene Cothran, Lillian Trump,  Betty Parker,  Deborah Grant, Frances Hallinan, Nancie Courtney, Grace Turner,    Rose Clark, Josh Edridge, Michael Bell, Laurie Booker, Ernestine Lawrence, Esther Coleman, Ebony Robinson, Carole Gant, Audrey Victor,  Nancy Lee, Dorothy Binns,  Ernestine Lawrence, Althea Deal, Dolores Leonard, Baby Syncere Gary, Harold Lavender, Paulette Coleman,  Christine Hall, Ruth Deans, Charles Johnson, Willa Mae DuPree.
   
Pens Corner
Will Return Soon

Check out photos of recent church and school events at my photo site…

www.flickr.com/photos/rick_cothran/sets/
Catholic Social Services 

Is looking for single or married adults to become foster parents to children of all ages and races. There is a special need for families who can provide care to Teenagers- a population that needs love, guidance, and support as they move into adulthood. To learn about becoming a foster parent, please call us at 215-587-3960
Registration for Spring, 2010,

Courses at St. Charles Seminary
Take a theology class at one of the best seminaries in this country, right here in our own archdiocese of Philadelphia. Can’t travel to the Seminary each week? Consider an online course. Registration deadline is January 11. Classes Start January 25. Resister today at www.studycatholictheology.com
“Come, Follow Me Retreat”

At Malvern Retreat House

Dec.18, 19,20,2009 are you a college or young adult male who is searching for true meaning of your life? Then, this retreat is for you. Join Father Christopher Rogers and other young men form across our Archdiocese for special retreat weekend. For more information/registration contact Malvern Retreat House.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Start the New Year more together. The next couples experience will be Jan. 29, 31, 2010. For more information call 1-800-456-8330.

Masses For The Week:
Sunday, December 13:              

10:00 A.M.  People of St. Martin de Porres
Monday, December 14:

No Mass
Tuesday, December 15:

7:00 A.M. Joe Boylan
Wednesday, December 16:
7:00 A.M.   Mass of Thanksgiving in honor of Jesus Mary, and Joseph, St. Martin de Porres and all the Saints
Thursday, December 17:

7:00 A.M.  Joe Boylan                  

Friday, December 18:

7:00A.M. Intentions of Rose Casey
Saturday, December 19:

No Mass
Sunday, December 20:

10:00 A.M   People of St. Martin de Porres
Put Your Old Wheels to Work!!!

The society of St. Vincent de Paul of Philadelphia welcomes any vehicle donation 1993 or newer- cars, trucks, vans, boats or motorcycles- working or not! All you need to do is provide the vehicles title, and we’ll do the rest!!We provide free towing! We do all the paperwork!!You receive a receipt that makes your donation tax-deductible!!(Consult your tax preparer for details) Call us today (215)288-8160

Little Flower Catholic High School for Girls proudly announces its annual musical is 

A Christmas Carol.

Performances are Friday and Saturday, December 11th and 12th, 7:30 pm and

 Sunday December 13th, at 2:00 pm. Tickets are $8 for general admission and $5 for students’ with ID, Senior Citizens and children under 10. For more information, please call 215-455-6900 ext. 141.

Sarnelli House in Kensington
 Where Father Kevin Murray ministers, needs our help! If you are a Facebook user, you can vote for nonprofits to win a $25,000 donation. Please click on the link below and vote for Blesses Sarnelli Community. All receipts go towards helping people who are poor and abandoned. http://apps.facebook.com/chasecommunitygiving/charities/272498?src=wallpost&ref=nf
Saint Peter Claver Center for Evangelization

502 south 12th Street Philadelphia, PA 19147

Upcoming Events

Sunday, December 27, 2009

Family Christmas Celebration

Saturday, January 2, 2010, 10:00am

Mass to celebrate the 118th Anniversary of the

Dedication of Saint Peter Claver Church
Saturday, January 9, 2010~11:00 am

Workshop for high school students preparing for

college

Monday, January 18, 2010~10:00am

Day of Service in Honor of Dr. King
Holiday Safety Tips
Well, the holiday is fast approaching as well as a new year. Here are some tips to help you make it through safe, sound and with minimum headaches.

Christmas Trees
· Purchase green, moist Christmas trees, never old or brittle. Check the needles. Try to find a tree with needles that bend instead of break. 

· After purchasing a live tree, be sure to cut the bottom of the tree to expose new wood that will be able to soak up water. 

· Always keep live trees watered. 

· Keep trees (and any other combustibles) away from ignition sources such as fireplaces, space heaters, candles, overhead lights, and radiators. 

· Ensure that artificial trees are fire resistant and UL (Underwriters Laboratory) or FM (Factory Mutual) listed. This will ensure the tree has been manufactured and tested to meet specific safety standards. 

· Make sure the base is steady so the tree won't tip over easily.
Christmas Lights and Extension Cords

· Only use UL or FM approved extension cords. 

· Make sure the extension cord is large enough to carry the intended load. (The thicker the cord, the greater the load it should be able to carry without overheating.) 

· Inspect the cord for damaged insulation, splices, or loose plugs before using. Never use an extension cord that has any of these conditions. 

· Do not overload outlets! Use surge protectors if multiple outlets are needed. 

· Immediately replace any broken bulbs that have exposed filaments. 

· Never use electric lights on old metal artificial trees. 

· Don't run cords through doorways or under rugs. The insulation on the cords can become damaged if the door closes on the cord, or if people step on it under the rug, causing a potential fire and/or shock hazard. 

· Match plugs with outlets. Don't force a 3-pronged plug into a 2-pronged outlet or extension cord.
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MISSION STATEMENT


As members of Saint Martin de Porres Parish of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia we seek


To worship In Word and Sacrament


To proclaim and live the radical Gospel message of Christ


To develop a loving and caring faith community committed to the principle of social justice


To be strong Catholic, evangelizing presence to all people especially in the African American Community.








Saint Martin de Porres Parish


                                                                December 13, 2009














PARISH STAFF


Rev. Edward J. Hallinan, Pastor 


Rev. Kevin Murray, C.Ss.R., Weekend Ministry


Rev. Shaun L. Mahoney, in Residence


Chaplain, Temple University Newman Center





Deacon Edward J. Andrews


Deacon Thomas A. Shields 





Sr. Nancy Fitzgerald, SSJ, School Principal		


215-223-6872








Mr. Paul J. Haggerty, Director of Religious Education	            


215-228-8330





Mrs. Mary Cook


Parish Social Minister                   	                                      


215-225-2127


Days & Hours – Tues., Wed., Thurs.9:30 AM to 4:00 PM                                                        


St. Elizabeth                                                                                       215-769-2264








MASS SCHEDULE





Sunday Mass: 10:00 AM


Daily Mass: 7:00 A.M., Tuesday through Friday (8:00 A.M. Mid-June to Labor Day), in the rectory chapel.








Confessions


Sunday 9:30 – 9:55 AM








Baptism


Please make arrangements with Paul Haggerty, D.R.E.


Children should be baptized soon after birth.








Marriage


Marriage arrangements should be made six months in advance.  Contact one of the priests to begin preparations.














2340 West Lehigh Avenue				                    Phone:  215-228-8330


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19132			                    Fax:       215-221-6516


     Website: smdpphiladelphia.com






































Pen’s Corner
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