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Saint Martin de Porres Parish – Fourth Sunday of Lent
     

March 22, 2009
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HHHHHHHHAPPY 25TH ANNIVRSARY, FAHER ED!!

     Jesus assures us that “…God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.”  BUT, the problem is, “…but people preferred darkness to light, because their works were evil.”  

     It is easy to criticize the people who preferred darkness to light.  How dumb of them!  How could they do that?!  Silly people!

     But, to what extent is that US?  Maybe we don’t prefer total darkness to pure light, but maybe we prefer to hold onto our little sinfulness – resentment, revenge, bias, lust, etc.  Saint Augustine once prayed, “Lord, please give me chastity, but not yet!”  Maybe we would pray, “Lord, please make me very holy, but not just yet…”

     Are we ready to “let go” of all that contains darkness?   Our petty gossip, our “not speaking to” people, because it is always their fault?  

     Can you imagine Jesus hanging on the cross, unjustly accused, lied about, unjustly sentenced to capital punishment, saying to his accusers, “I’ll get you for this!”

     Following Jesus is not always satisfying, but gives a peace beyond all else!

     Are we ready to let go of our partial darknesses?
BIBLE STUDY

     Bible Study will be held today at 12:30 P.M. and on Thursday evening at 7:00,  We are  studying a study of a selection of Psalms.

     Everyone is welcome.
R.C.I.A.  continues this Tuesday, 
March 24, when St. Katharine of Siena’s RCIA joins us.  Our topic is mortal and venial sin.
Thank you, for your continued support of our parish, Saint Martin de Porres. What you give is for the continued growth of our parish.

Sunday Collection: $2,830.00
Maintenance Fund: $399.00
Special Heating Collection: $110.00
LENTEN FISH DINNERS

By the Hospitality Club

· Friday, March 27

· Friday, April 3

Fish Dinners -- $8.00 String beans – macaroni salad (or cole slaw)  Soda - $1.00

Thank you for your support of this fundraiser!
YOUTH CHOIR FOR EASTER

     We would like to have a Youth Choir sing at Mass on Easter Sunday.  We are looking for young people from ages 8 on up.  If you are interested, just come to Church for practice Wednesday at 5:00 P.M.
Visit daily one of these prayer websites 
        Sacred Space – Daily prayer online. www.sacredspace.ie/ 
        Minute Meditation – A quiet spot in your busy day. www.americancatholic.org/Features/Minute?default.asp 
        Daily USCCB Reflections – watch a video reflection on the day’s scripture. You can also listen to the daily readings. www.usccb.org/video/reflections.shtml 
        EWTN Lenten Reflections: www.ewtn.com/faith/lent/ 
HELP CLEAN THE CHURCH!!!

     Each week, fewer than a handful of special people help to clean the Church, and make it a worthy place for Mass on Sunday.  

     Our Church is an extraordinarily beautiful house of worship, and we are proud of it.  But, our cleaners are overwhelmed at the task of cleaning it each week.

     SO, can you help?  ONCE A WEEK, for a brief time, come and help keep the LORD’S HOUSE beautiful.

  Please see either Mary Cook or Georgia Grant.
Let’s Pray For Our Sick :
Greta Newman, Alice Whitlock, Eula
 Pendergrass, Marie Myles, Carmella Davis, Lena Rascoe, Melvin Burton, Cynthia Hodge, Dorothy Wood, Jean Young, Robert Brown, Sr., Carrie Roberts, Dorothy Williams, Mary Boyd, Lynette Ford-Havens, Dorothy Bradley, Ruby Williams, Erma Patterson, Dorretha Halstead,  Alma Ross, , Eugene Cothran, Lillian Trump, Olivia Johns, Betty Parker,  Deborah Grant, Frances Hallinan, Nancie Courtney, Grace Turner, Juanita Haddad, Martin Jones, Marie Hubbard, Mae Frances Earle, Sylvia Royster,  Rose Clark, Gregory Pettus, Josh Edridge, Michael Bell, Laurie Booker, Jane Quivers, Ernestine Lawrence.
    
Pens Corner
Will Return Soon

Check out photos of recent church and school events at my photo site…

www.flickr.com/photos/rick_cothran/sets/
Masses For The Week:
Sunday, March 22:              
10:30 A.M.  People of St. Martin de Porres
Monday, March 23:

No Mass
Tuesday, March 24:

7:00 A.M.  Intentions of Rose Casey 
Wednesday, March 25:
7:00 A.M.  Sr. Lawrence Joseph Murphy, S.S.J.
Thursday, March 26:

7:00 A.M.  Intentions of Rose Casey
Friday, March 27:

7:00 A.M Sr. Alice Bernadette Lowry, S.S.J.
Saturday, March 28:

No Mass
Sunday, March 29:

10:30 A.M   People of St. Martin de Porres

Worldwide Marriage Encounter

The next couple experience will be March 27-29, 2009. For more info, call 1-800-456-8330.
WEIGHT LOSS STUDY AT TEMPLE

     The Center for Obesity Research and Education (CORE) on the Health Science Campus of Temple University (Dr. Gary Foster, PhD, 3223 N. Broad St, Suite 175) is looking for people to participate in a weight loss study.  Participants must be overweight, between the ages of 18 and 65, have daily access to the internet, drink caffeinated beverages on a daily basis, non-smokers, non-diabetic, and be available for 4 study related visits over approximately 12 weeks.  If eligible, you will receive internet based nutritional lessons, modified diet cola beverage, study related medical evaluations including blood tests and an x-ray of your body at no charge, and you will be provided with compensation.  For more information and to find out if you are eligible, please contact Kate at 215-707-8651 or e-mail beverage.study@temple.edu. This information is approved by Temple University for public display and is associated with TIRB project 11896 and WIRB project 20081445.                    #6320013.1

MISERICORDIA HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF NURSING
(now Mercy Philadelphia Hospital) invites graduates to an Alumnae Mass and Brunch on Saturday, April 25, 2009 at Mercy Philadelphia Hospital.  If you are a graduate or know of a graduate, please call 748-215--9300 with current contact information, so that we may update our mailing lists.
Little Flower High School for Girls

Celebrates our 70th Anniversary with “Bowling for Roses”’ a causal night of fun and bowling on Friday, March 27,2009, from 7 to 10 pm, at North Bow, located at 909 N 2nd street. Ticket price includes light dinner, bowling and 3 hour open bar. For more information, please contact Tracy Brady at Braids26@aol.com or Katie Griffiths at katiem317@aol.com.  

BIBLE STUDY

AT SAINT MARTIN de PORRES

SPRING 2009:  PSALMS II
Sunday (12:30)   Thursday (7:00)      Topic

March 8              March 12                 Introduction 

                                                            and Lesson 1

March 15            March 19                 Lesson 2

March 22            March 26                 Lesson 3 

March 29             ---------                   Lesson 4

---------               ----------                                                                                                             

 ---------              April 16                  Lesson 4 

April 19             April 23                   Lesson 5

                         April 26             April 30                   Lesson 6                                                

WHY WERE SOME DATES SKIPPED?

Thursday, April 2:      Holy Hour

Sunday, April 5:         Palm Sunday

Thursday, April 9:      Holy Thursday

Sunday, April 12:       Easter Sunday
John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School 7th Grade Day and Open House
Saturday, March 28, 2009 from 1:00pm-3:30pm it is never to early to start thinking about options for High School! Come visit Hallahan and see what an all-girls’ education has to offer! This event is open to all prospective students, currently in grades 7 to 10 and their families. For more information contact Ms. Dumin (215)563-8930 ext. 252 or email edumin@jwhallahan.com
Philadelphia South Vicariate Youth Ministry Meetings Tuesday, March 24@Our Mother of Sorrow or Thursday, march 26 @St. Monica’s 6:45pm gather, 7:00-8:30 pm meeting Topic: Event Planning… Building a comprehensive Youth Ministry Program in Philadelphia South. All youth ministers, youth ministry volunteers, parents, ect... from Philadelphia south are invited to discuss issues specific to youth ministry in the Philadelphia South Vicariate. This meeting is designed to bring together ideas and resources to provide the youth ongoing youth ministry opportunities in our vicariate. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to serve your youth! RSVP to Chris Jones by Monday, March 23 at Cjones@adphila.org or 215-965-4625
FASTING AND FEASTING FOR LENT
Fast from judging others; Feast on the 

   Christ dwelling in them.

Fast from emphasis on differences; 

   Feast on the unity of life.

Fast from apparent darkness; 
   Feast on the reality of light.

Fast from thoughts of illness; 
   Feast on the healing power of God.

Fast from words that pollute; 
   Feast on phrases that purify.

Fast from discontent; 
   Feast on gratitude.

Fast from anger;
   Feast on patience.

Fast from pessimism; 
   Feast on optimism.

Fast from worry; 
   Feast on divine order.

Fast from complaining; 
   Feast on appreciation.

Fast from negatives; 
   Feast on affirmatives.

Fast from unrelenting pressures; 
   Feast on unceasing prayer.

Fast from hostility; 
   Feast on non-resistance.

Fast from bitterness; 
   Feast on forgiveness.

Fast from self-concern;
   Feast on compassion for others.

Fast from personal anxiety; 
   Feast on eternal truth.

Fast from discouragements; 
   Feast on hope.

Fast from facts that depress; 
   Feast on verities that uplift.

Fast from lethargy;
   Feast on enthusiasm.

Fast from thoughts that weaken;
   Feast on promises that inspire.

Fast from shadows of sorrow;
   Feast on the sunlight of serenity.

Fast from idle gossip; 
   Feast on purposeful silence.

Fast from problems that overwhelm;  

   Feast on prayer that strengthens.
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MISSION STATEMENT


As members of Saint Martin de Porres Parish of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia we seek


To worship In Word and Sacrament


To proclaim and live the radical Gospel message of Christ


To develop a loving and caring faith community committed to the principle of social justice


To be strong Catholic, evangelizing presence to all people especially in the African American Community.
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PARISH STAFF





Rev. Edward J. Hallinan, Pastor 


Rev. Kevin Murray, C.Ss.R., Weekend Ministry


Rev. Shaun L. Mahoney, in Residence


Chaplain, Temple University Newman Center





Deacon Edward J. Andrews


Deacon Thomas A. Shields 





Sr. Nancy Fitzgerald, SSJ, School Principal			


215-223-6872





Mr. Paul J. Haggerty, Director of Religious Education	            


215-228-8330





Mrs. Mary Cook


Parish Social Minister                   	                                      


215-225-2127


Days & Hours – Tues., Wed., Thurs.9:30 AM to 4:00 PM                                                        


St. Elizabeth                                                                                       215-769-2264





MASS SCHEDULE





Sunday Mass: 10:30 AM


Daily Mass: 7:00 A.M., Tuesday through Friday (8:00 A.M. Mid-June to Labor Day), in the rectory chapel.








Confessions


Sunday 9:30 – 9:55 AM








Baptism


Please make arrangements with Paul Haggerty, D.R.E.


Children should be baptized soon after birth.








Marriage


Marriage arrangements should be made six months in advance.  Contact one of the priests to begin preparations.














2340 West Lehigh Avenue				                    Phone:  215-228-8330


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19132			                    Fax:       215-221-6516


     Website: smdpphiladelphia.com
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